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Jaiah xxxviii. 20. 


Tux Lond was READY TO SAVE ME! 
THEREFORE WE WILL SING MY SONGS 
To THE STRINGED INSTRUMENTS ALL 
THE DAYS OF OUR LIFE, IN THE HOUSE 
OF THE LORD. 


| A Compariſon between Hezekiah King 


of Judah and the Sovereign whom 
Providence hath placed over this kingdom, 
3 no apology on the preſent ſolemn 


A 2 occaſion. 


L 47 2 
occaſion. Whatſoever things were written 
aforetime, were written for our learning.” 
And the examples as well as precepts 
demand our ſerious attention, that we may 


be enabled profitably to avail ourſelves of 
both. 


. 4 


I have no deſign to proſtitute this ſolem- 
nity to the purpoſe of royal flattery or 
political raillery. If our ſaith and depen- 
dence on the mercy and goodneſs of God 
may be confirmed and eſtabliſned, and 
our hearts excited to due expreſſions of 
gratitude, the end of the inſtitution will, 1 
apprehend, be fully anſwered. 
We know by experience, as well as by 
deduktions of reaſon, that the actions of 
men in eminent ſtations will have an exten- 
five influence, People of inferior ranks, 
though not always ſcrupulous imitators of 
their virtues, are in general, as far as 
different circumſtances will allow, faithful 
copyilts 


Logs 
copyiſts of their vices; they are fond of 
ſheltering their enormities under the ſhadow 
of a great example, and have a pride as 
well as complacency in looking up to an 
illuſtrious pattern. True rational undiſ- 
ſembled piety is the only folid foundation 
of all real virtue; and therefore the leading 
feature in the character of every good King 
muſt be piety : = by which I do not mean a 
bigotted attachment to forms and ceremo- 
nies, to ſuperſtitious and traditional uſages; 
but a piety. founded on true religion and 
uncorrupt reaſon; whoſe temple is the 
heart of man in its: ſtate of renovation, 
whoſe authority and direttion is the goſpel 
of our Loxp Jz$8us CuRIsT. All this it 
muſt be acknowledged may be feigned and 
hypocritical : It is the incommunicable 
prerogative of God alone to penetrate the 
receſſes of the human heart. 


But there are certain ſigns or tokens of 
true piety which muſt diſcover themſelves 


in 


UE] by 
in viſible actions, in the general conduct 
of a man's life, and are very competent 
evidences of the reality of his princi- 


ples. 


The virtues of our gracious Sovereign 
have not been confined to his regular and 
devout attendance on the ordinances of 
religion; which of his actions have not 
been an uniform and eminent diſplay of 
them? Neither the tongue of faction, nor 
the pen of ſedition, can juſtly charge him 
with any incroachments on the conſtitu- 
tional rights of his ſubjects, nor with the 
leaſt act of violence and oppreſſion in the 


execution of his royal authority. 


In the civil department he may confi- 
dently demand with the prophet's conſci- 
ouſneſs of integrity, © Here 1 am, witneſs 
againſt me before the Lord, whoſe ox have 1 
taken ? or whoſe aſs have 1 taken ? or whom 
have 1 defrauded ? whom have 1 oppreſſed?” 

7 | Who 


Tn. [7.9 
© Who can charge me with we cruelty to the poor, 


or violent perverting of judgment and juſtice?” 
In the eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment there 
has been no breach, and the liberties of 
toleration have not been abridged but 
extended. 


In his private and domeſtic demeanor 
no character can ſtand higher; his con- 
Jugal attachment, conſtancy and fidelity, 
his parental tenderneſs and affection to a 
numerous offspring muſt be the admiration 
of all, except men of the moſt looſe and 
abandoned principles; and is a noble pat- 
tern not only to his own ſubjefts, but to 
every crowned head and nation in Europe. 
Thoſe among us, eſpecially men of dif- 
tinction, whoſe own characters are ſtig- 
matized and ſullied by ſuch a bright exam- 
ple, may endeavor, as many have done, 
to wipe off the reproach by profane 
raillery and indecent ridicule; but this 
will no more remove the foul blot in the 


eſtimation 


"ox 
eſtimation of men of real honor and integ- 
rity, or of women of unſullied virtue, than 
it will wipe away their guilt in the fight of 
a God of knowledge, of juſtice and of 
purity. The power reſting in Kings of 
falling into licentiouſneſs, their perfect free- 

dom from all human reſtraint and controul, 
with regard to perſonal indulgencies, their 
great temptations and frequent opportuni- 
ties, together with the example of moſt of 
their predeceſſors, are ſuch | ſtrong attrac- 
tives to vice and immorality as men of 
inferior rank cannot be expoſed to. The 
character of a virtuous King muſt there- 
fore juſtly claim much more, of our admi- 
ration and praiſe than that of any private 
perſon; not only on account of the exten- 

five influence of the great example, but 
alſo by reaſon of the extreme difficulty atten- 
dant on the eſtabliſhment and ſupport of it, 


The reaſon why good men are often 
permitted to be grievouſly afflicted, muſt 


have 


1 58 ] 


have remained among the u ſearchable 


* * 


ſecrets of God's providence, had not the 
_ diſpenſation of the goſpel aſſured us that 
human afflictions are no certain mark of 
divine diſpleaſure; that they are often 
tokens of God's favor and affection; © that 
whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth 
every jon whom he receiveth.” That they are 
permitted to draw off men's attention from 
too cloſe a purſuit of the pleaſures and 
enjoyments of this world to the injury of 
their future and eternal intereſt ; that they 
are intended as trials of their faith and 
patience, and for the exerciſe and im- 
provement of every chriſtian grace; to 
fix on their minds a deep impreſſion of 
the uncertainty and tranſitory nature of 
all earthly comforts; to quicken the con- 
ſtant remembrance of their own mortality ; 
and of the neceſſity there is of ſecuring 
the reverſion of “ a belter and more enduring 
ſubſtance.” On' theſe principles there is no 
difficulty in accounting for the royal ſuf- 


U ferings 


[ 10 ] 


ferings without charging God foolifhly, or 
depteciating the virtues of our King. 


When Hezekiah ſucceeded to the king- 
dom of Judah, at the age of five and 
twenty, he found it involved with profane. 
neſs, vice and wickedneſs; his firſt care 
was to correct theſe enormous evils by 
« doing that which was right in the fight of the 
Lord,” and by obliging his ſubjedts, as far 
as his authority and example could extend, 
to do the fame, Nor were theſe his pious 
efforts without ſucceſs ; for * © im every work 
that he began in the. ſervice of the houſe of God, 
and in the law, and in the commandments to ſeek 
his God, he did it with all his heart, and prof 
pered.—And the Lord hearkened to Hezehigh, 
ond healed the __” a 


"han account we ws of Hexekinh 
aſter this great reformation is, that © the 
— up againſt all the fenced 

Lilies 

Feat 1 xxxi. 24, eee 


LA 1 


cities of Fudak and took tiem. And that foon 
after, a very numerous army was ſent 
againſt Jerufalem, which army was mira- 
culoufly deſtroyed in the ſpace of one 
night. 1 do not propoſe to attempt draw- 
ing an exact parallel between this King of 
Judah and the King of Great Britain; the 
difference of time and place, of religion, 
laws, conſtitution and government, muſt of 
neceflity make a conſiderable difference 
in the two portraits ; but allowance being 
made for theſe, ſuch a ſtriking likeneſs 
will appear as may furniſh us with ſomea 
thing more than amuſement in the en 
of this ä 


Our King by iſſuing his royal proclamas 
tion, and the force of his own example, 
had made repeated efforts to ſtem the tor- 
rent of vice and immorality, and to encou- 
rage and ſupport true religion and virtue. 
And what followed? Not the advance of 
a foreign enemy againſt his cities and pro- 

B 2 | vinces, 
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vinces, but the revolt of his own ſubjeRs, 
« -whoſe country had always been nouriſhed by 
the King's country.” Whether this ſeeming 
loſs, may not eventually be a matter of 
gain, and the defettion of the revolters 
carry its own puniſhment with it to them 
ſelves, a little longer time will pretty 
clearly diſcover, Encouraged by this ſuc- 
ceſs the great powers of Europe, like the 
enemies of Hezekiah againſt Jeruſalem, 
combined againſt this threatened country 
to effect its utter ruin and deſtruction; 
which was preſerved, not indeed by the 

miraculous interpoſition of an angel, but 
by the wonderful interpoſition of Provi- 
dence againſt the probability of human 
power and human atchievements. 

The next occurrence we read in the hiſ- 
tory of Hezekiah, after the ſignal deliverance 
from his formidable enemies, is that he 
was ſeized with a dangerous fickneſs, which 
threatened his immediate diſſolution. His 


prayers, 


L 13 J 
prayers, tears and humiliation, the viſit of 


the prophet, and the application of a 
remedy concurred in effecting his re- 


covery. 


There were many circumſtances in this 
event not diſſimilar to thoſe which attended 
the late malady of our afflicted Sovereign. 
He had lived to ſee his numerous and 
powerful enemies at peace with him; the 
trade and commerce of the nation revived 
and flouriſhing; the finances improved, 
the load of debt leſſening, and the people 
in general eaſy and happy; when in the 
midſt of theſe enjoyments it pleaſed God 
to ſmite him with ſuch a diſorder. as was 
terrible in its approach, diſtreſſing in its 
continuance, doubtful as to its event. 
We can ſcarce believe that his melancholy 
ſituation permitted him to pray for himſelf, 
but he was reſtored to the fervent and 
effectual prayers of his loyal and affec- 
tionate ſubjedts, at a criſis which put a 


happy 


[ 4 } 


happy period to much warm political con- 
tention, and preſerved the peace and 
tranquility of an alarmed, nen di. 


turbed nation. 


But the, moſt ſtriking likeneſs in the two 
characters under our conſideration is the 
pious gratitude with which they both re- 
ceived the ſignal deliverance at the hands 
of God, and their exemplary mode of ex- 
— ir. 


Hezekiah on his recovery breaks forth 
into this rapturous exclamation, * « 'The 
grave cannot praiſe thee, death cannot celebrate 
thee ; the living, the living, he ſhall praiſe thee, 
as I do this day; the father to the children ſhall 
make known thy truth. © The Lord wits ready 
to fave me: therefore we will feng my ſongs, 
all the eos. the houſe of the 
Lord.” © My thankſgiving ' ſhall be as 

public as wy 3 and the con- 

| © tinuance 


* Iaiah xxxviu, 18, 19, 20, 


L 16 ] 
«tinuance of it of the ſame duration with my 
c exiſtence.” 


In like manner our truly religious King 
embraced with eagerneſs the firſt opportu- 
nity after his reſtoration, of pouring out 
his ſoul to the God of his ſalvation, and 
declared with David's triumph, I was 
glad when they faid unto me, we will go into 
the houſe of the Lord.” Nor have we heard 
that the fervency of his zeal is abated, or 
that he hath miſſed any opportunity ſince 
of repeating the like grateful acknow- 
ledgments. 


The appointment of this day's ſolemnity 
was the earneſt defire of his own heart; 
and though. diſcouraged at firſt by his 
truſty counſellors for reaſons of prudence 
and caution, he perſevered in his deſign, 
his motives were urgent, and his reſolution 
unalterable. We do not preſume to dive 
into the ſecrets of the Royal breaſt ; but 


We 


of =: Fw 

we may fairly draw concluſions in any 
man's favor or disfavor by the drift of his 
converſation, and the whole tenor of his 
conduct. From what has tranſpired we 
have good reaſon to believe that pomp 
and -parade were not the leading ideas 
which influenced the King's deſign ; in- 
deed he wiſhed to have it avoided as much 
as was conſiſtent with the nature of ſuch 
a proceſſion. ' His attention ſeemed fixed 

on the great obje& of his reverence and 
affection, and therefore not likely to be 
much affected by inferior attractions; his 
heart was too much enlarged to vent the 
overflowings of its gratitude in ſecret; his 
deliverance was of too public importance 
to be confined to the tribute of private 
ejaculations the people had been ac- 
quainted with his diſtreſs, and it was meet 
and right that they ſhould be both the 
witneſſes: and partakers of his joy ; with ſo 
much propriety and unaffected zeal did 
he adopt- David's ſentiments and language, 
| 1 (au « will 


E 
« 7 will give thee thanks in the great cong re- 
gation, 1 will praiſe thee among much people.” 
By an elevated meditation on the Majeſty 
. of his deliverer his ideas were exalted 
above the common meaſure of earthly 
objects. — This led to the choice of the 
moſt magnificent temple in his dominions 
for the ſcene of his adoration. The offer- 
ings of a liberal giver are ſuited as much 
as poſſible to the dignity of the receiver. 
However diſtant the analogy, we can 
conceive no better repreſentation of the 
throne of God than the moſt ſumptuous 
erections of human device and ingenuity, 
and this accounts for the immenſe ſums 
which have been laid out in different 
places in building Chriſtian churches by 
men adctuated by the love of their Re- 
deemer; and endeavoring to form ſome 
faint conception of * the high and lofty 
One that inhabiteth clernity.” 


The choice of ſo conſpicuous - a day 
for laying the foundation of a new church 
C in 


— AL op oo I ont 


fe MC et 4 


— —R 


rr — . A RIES 


WW * - 
- o — . * — — 8 * a — 
e ͤ . ]ꝗ⅛⁰cg. 7... «E ]%⅛ lĩiAnm . ̃ w—v371˙ũʒ? i! www 
= — —— — 2 > —— — a — 
_ - 
* — 


dt xd lin — —— oc 


— r 
2 ern — 9 


; r 1 


| 


in this eity does credit to the attention 


of the projectors; and their countenance 


and liberal grant FR to the honor of 
its patrons. * ; 

The declaration of David is the ſen- 
timent of liberality and gratitude, founded 
on a true ſenſe of religion, 7 will offer 
no offerings unto the Lord my God of that 
which doth coft me nothing.” He was the 
original proprietor and is now the Lord 
paramount of all your poſſeſſions; juſtice, 
gratitude and intereſt combine in obliging 
every man of prudence to renew his 
tenure, and ſtrengthen his title by an 
adequate tribute to his Lord's honor and 


ſervice. 


Theſe 


* The Mayor and Sheriffs, attended by the Corporation 
in their formalities, and the parochial Commiſſioners, 
went this morning in ſolemn proceſſion, and laid the 
foundation-ſtone of a new Church, intended to be dedicated 
to St, Paul, | 


C19 ] 

Theſe circumſtances have all their pro- 
per weight in this day's ſolemnity. The 
people in general united in their prayers 
ſor, becauſe they were ſo much intereſted 
in, the King's recovery; and he now calls 
on us in the ſpirit of true devotion, © 0 
praiſe the Lord with me, and let us magnify 
tus name together.” An awful reflection on 
the tremendous Majeſty of the object of 


this praiſe will convince all ſober men 
of the abſurdity and impiety of expreſſing 
their thankfulneſs on this occaſion by noiſe, 
riot and intemperance; which. it is de- 
voutly to be wiſhed will be moſt cautiouſly 
avoided. The ſilent, flow, ſolemn proceſ- 
fion of our Sovereign from his palace to 
his capital, the great number and reſpecta- 
bility of his attendants, the decency, piety, 


and rationality of the divine worſhip to 


be performed in that ſtately ſtructure, 
dedicated to God's honor and ſervice, 
muſt make a deep and laſting impreſſion 
on the minds of all the beholders; and fill 

C2 the 
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the foreign ſpectators (of whom no doubt 
many will be preſent) with profound ad- 


miration of the dignity and grandeur, 
the loyalty and liberality of the Engliſh 
nation. 


Having indulged: myſelf in this pleaſiug 
ſpeculation, I cannot conclude without 
an earneſt deſire that the many uſeful 
leſſons ſuggeſted by this ſolemnity may 
not paſs without a due and practical appli- 


cation. 


The ſevere afflidtion with which it 
pleaſed God to viſit our King, and the 
painful ſolicitation, and pungent grief ſuf- 
fered by his gracious conſort in eonſe- 
quence thereof, is a matter of deep humi- 
liation to every perſon among us, what- 
ever” his rank, ſtation or dignity may be, 
and inſtructs the moſt diſtinguiſhed per- 
fonages in very legible characters, « that 
neither the ſplendor of any thing that is great, 


nor 


[ar J 
nor the conceit of any thing that is good in 
them,” ſhould withdraw their eyes from 
looking on - themſelves as expoſed and 
liable to alt the miſeries of mortality; and 
be a perpetual monitor to them not to be 
« high-minded, but to fear.” For if God 
fpared not our much:beloved Sovereign, 
excelling in virtue, and loaded with honors, 
to what earthly being may not this friendly 
caution be applied, © take heed leſt he ſpare 
not thee 1” EAR 


The gracious anfwer given to the earneſt 
ſupplications of an anxious people, ſhould 
convince thoſe who find themſelves on 
any oecaſion diſinclined to the performance 
of this duty, that our God is a God who 
heareth prayer; and that whenever the 
matter of our petitions is ſuited to his 
wiſdom, and to our real neceſſities, we 
may, and ought to have recourſe with 


confidence to the mercy ſeat. 


The 


1 
| The very critical time at which the 
deliverance was vouchſafed, points out alſo 
to us in a clear light the kind and certain 
interference of his good providence in our 
greateſt exigencies, and teaches us the 
infinite advantage of placing our . perſons 
and our concerns under the direction 
and management of ſo wiſe, ſo gracious 
and ſo powerful a Governor. Who ſhall 
not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name ? 
for thy Judgments are made manifeſt. Great 
and marvellous are thy works, O Lord God 
Almighty ; juſt and true are thy ways thou King 
of Saints.” 


Our eſtimation of every temporal bleſ- 
ſing is greatly enhanced by any preſent 
danger of loſing it. Never was our King 
fo admired, ſo beloved, ſo praiſed, and 
ſo prayed for, as when we were deprived 
of his preſence, and of the exerciſe of his 
royal authority; if any perſon's zeal and 
affections grow cool on his recovery, it 
| will 


ts 


will not redound much to the credit of his 


ſincerity before God or man. It is to be 
hoped that the overflowings of this day's 
thankſgiving will be ſucceeded by the filent 
and more permanent ſtream of piety and 
revereifce to God, of loyalty and obedience 
to the King, of unity and concord among 
ourſelves, e that we may lead quiet and 
feaceable lives in all godlineſs and honefly ;”* 
that the government may | fit light on 


his ſhoulders, and the crown flouriſh on 
his head. 


I ſhould be very ſorry to throw any 
unſeaſonable gloom on your joy and mirth 
on this day of public rejoicing ; but I wiſh 
to place it on ſuch a rational, ſolid, and 
laſting foundation that you may © rejoice 
ever more.” It will not I truſt appear 
ſtrange or overſtrained when I declare to 
you (and I ſhall try your patience no 
longer) that the contemplation of the 
amazing multitude this day aſſembled in 


every 
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